
 

 
 

 
Dear Parents  

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

It has been the usual busy week at Barclay Academy with lots going on! Today’s 

non-uniform day went very well and now we have to count up all the money to 

go to Children in Need. 

 

Thank you for the positive feedback regarding our decision to allow the students 

to watch the England game on Monday afternoon. As you know, I always think 

that it is important that we mark these occasions and ensure that our students do not miss out. As I said in my 

letter, those students who do not want to watch the football will have other activities on that afternoon. 

 

I was very proud of our students last weekend at the 

Remembrance Sunday service in the Old Town. Our 

students looked the smartest and the Head Boy, Head Girl 

and Deputy Head Boy all did us proud by laying the 

wreath on behalf of the school. 

 

It has been Anti-bullying week this week and I would like 

to thank all the Heads of Year for delivering assemblies to 

their year groups on this important topic. Thanks to all the 

work that we have done at school, including your support with accessing the resources, Barclay Academy has 

once again become a National Online Safety accredited school.  

 

I was very pleased to see that our Year 12 English students went on a trip to The Globe Theatre in London to 

take part in a workshop on Shakespeare’s Othello. As you know, I think that trips are extremely important and I 

know that there are lots more planned for after Christmas. 

 

Well done to the Year 7 Girls’ football team who played extremely well against the other secondary schools in 

our Trust. They won two games and drew on the other. Well done! 

 

As always, please contact your child’s Head of Year if you have any queries or concerns. 

 

Have a lovely weekend! Best wishes, 

Dr Matthew Laban 

Principal 
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Thank you to everyone who supported Children in Need 

with the non-school uniform donations and cake sale. 

Over £550 was raised for this worthwhile cause.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y12 ENGLISH TO THE GLOBE 
 

On Monday, we took the year 12 and 13 English literature students to Shakespeare's Globe. Pupils have been 

studying the tragedy Othello and envisioning how it would've been performed on stage is a crucial part of their 

course. Students enjoyed a tour of the theatre and a workshop on the dramatization of the play. Pupils had the 

opportunity to stand on the stage, visit backstage and engage in performance tasks with one of theatre's own 

actors. They will be able to embed their new knowledge in their studies of the final two acts of the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

SPORTS 

 
During the week, our Year 7 Girls Football Team had taken part in football tournament against the trust’s 
academies in Hertfordshire. We are pleased to share that they had won their tournament by beating Laurette 
Academy 7-0, beating The Grange Academy 2-0 and drawing 0-0 with Future Academies Watford. Ava, Brooke, 
Lucie and Maycie-Angel were the goal scorers. Mr Dawe was really impressed with the team’s high press and 
support play.  We are very proud of them.   
  

The Year 7 Basketball Team played their first basketball game of the season against Knight Templar School. 
They had fell just short after a really strong first and third quarter. The game ended with a 33-25 loss. The team 
had shown had many positives and are looking to bounce back. Player of the match was awarded to Owen for 
performing several excellent layups, providing good leadership and perseverance to support his teammates.   

CAREERS 
 

Year 9 have had fun this week working interactively at our Careers & 

GCSE Options Workshops. All of the students enjoyed logging on to 

their new Unifrog accounts working interactively to research what 

jobs they may like to do. In addition, students researched GCSE 

subjects and what careers could link to each subject. Feedback from 

students was great! They are keen to do more sessions in the build up 

to choosing the subjects they will study for GCSE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 12 students on Friday visited University of Hertfordshire to have a tour of the campus, meet current 

undergraduates and lecturers and take part in workshops for a taste of university of life. Congratulations to 

Dylan T for winning the photograph competition. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

  

There are many documentaries which give information, guidance and 

support surrounding mental health. Here are just a few that can be 

found on BBC I-Player. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p078jr43 

 

 

 

 

Roman Kemp: Our Silent Emergency 

Roman Kemp: Our Silent Emergency is a deeply personal and candid 

film following Roman as he explores the mental health and suicide crisis 

affecting young men in the UK. 
 

 

Ugly Me: My life with body dysmorphia 

Documentary exploring body dysmorphic disorder, a condition which 

causes people to believe they are extremely ugly. The film follows 29-year-

old Liane and her boyfriend Mitch over a year as Liane starts therapy to try 

and conquer this crippling condition. 

 

 

 

Freddie Flintoff: Living with Bulimia 

In this powerful and unflinching documentary, Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff 

goes on an acutely personal journey into the eating disorder he has kept 

secret for over 20 years – bulimia. 

 

 

The Instagram Effect 

In just ten years, Instagram has gained over a billion users worldwide, 

shaping culture, trends and the way we live our lives. But its impact on 

society is increasingly being questioned as governments step up efforts to 

regulate social media networks. 

 

 

The Student Mental Health Crisis 

Much like the rest of the UK, universities across the country were forced 

into lockdown. But on returning, millions of students have been met with a 

university experience they never could have anticipated. A BBC 

investigation has found that during the first lockdown over March through 

to May there were at least 10 suspected student suicides at UK universities. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p078jr43


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next week is 'Just Talk' week and the theme this year is 'Look Beneath the Surface' there will be resources 
shared and continued reflection on our ongoing campaign to support students' wellbeing. Below is an 
opportunity for parents: 
 
Parent/Carer Workshop: Managing Conflict for Children/Young People 
 
Thursday 24 November 2022  - lunchtime and evening sessions available:  
As part of Just TalkWeek, Watford FC CSE Trust are providing two Positive Minds; Parent/Carer workshops 
on Thursday 24 November at 12:30pm and 6pm. 
 
The free workshops will focus on Managing Conflict with Children and Young People, inclusive of top tips 
to aid parents/carers with their approach, guidance to support through the key steps to effectively communicate, 
as well as providing take home resources, to support around conflict with their child/young person. 
 
Book here: 
Parent workshop: Managing conflict for Children/ Young People Tickets, Thu 24 Nov 2022 at 12:30pm | 
Eventbrite 
 
Parent workshop: Managing conflict for Children/ Young People (Evening) Tickets, Thu 24 Nov 2022 at 6pm | 
Eventbrite 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Monday 21th – Friday 25th November – Y11 Virtual Mock Interviews 

Monday 28th November – Friday 2nd December – Y13 Virtual Mock Interviews 

Thursday 8th December 10.00am – 11.00am– SEND Coffee Morning 

Friday 16th December – Last Day of Term 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parentcarer-workshop-managing-conflict-children-young-people-day-time-tickets-449322755457
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parentcarer-workshop-managing-conflict-children-young-people-day-time-tickets-449322755457
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parentcarer-workshop-managing-conflict-children-young-people-evening-tickets-449346135387
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parentcarer-workshop-managing-conflict-children-young-people-evening-tickets-449346135387


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


