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Dear Parents / Carers 

 

Congratulations to the Year 9 boys’ football team for winning the District Cup on 
Tuesday afternoon. They managed to triumph over Nobel after the game went to 
penalties. This victory means that the team won the treble – Future Academies 
champions, District League winners and District Cup winners. I was pleased to be 
able to host a special tea with the members of the team this morning to praise them 
for their success. 

I was pleased to be able to accompany four of our Year 12 students on a visit to the University of Cambridge on 
Monday. The main focus of this visit was applying to study Classics at Oxford and Cambridge universities. With 
so many of our students studying either Latin or Classical Civilisations at Barclay Academy, this is an 
opportunity that is now available to them. 

The school has been a bit quieter for the last two days because Year 10 students have been out on work 
experience and Year 11 students have been on the revision retreat. My thanks go to all the staff for going on this 
retreat and ensuring that our students are given that extra preparation for their all-important GCSE exams. 

We now only have three and a half days to go until we break up for the Easter holidays. The last day of term will 
be a non-uniform day to raise money for the Stevenage Community Trust. We will finish at 12 noon as usual on 
the last day. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Matthew Laban 

Executive Principal 
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NON-UNIFORM DAY  
 

We are having a non-uniform day on Thursday the 28th March in aid of Stevenage Community Trust, with a 
suggested donation of £1. Sorry for the error in last weeks Newsletter, this can be donated by cash only. 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 AND YEAR 8 FARM VISIT 

 
 

On Friday students from year 7 and 8 went to Church Farm Ardley to explore the farm and the new arrivals ; they were lucky 
enough to be blessed with good weather and one group were lucky enough to see the beginning of a lamb being born. Both 
groups displayed excellent behaviour and were amazing when visiting the newborn lambs and pregnant ewes although Mrs 

Charlwood's naming of the animals could use some improvement! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

YEAR 11 
 

This week some of the year 11 students have remained in school, they have been working hard completing 

maths, English and Science as well as taking some time to reflect with Sam from place2be and Miss. Crouch, 

they looked at understanding emotions, they enjoyed discussing as a group the benefits of a positive mindset, as 

they lead towards the final few weeks before GCSE exam's we wish them the best of luck.  

 
The year 11 students along with Miss Crouch, Mr 

Lucas and Mr. Dawe enjoyed a fun afternoon with 

some of the year 11 students today at Hollywood 

bowl, this was a nice treat after a week full of 

revision and lessons, we all had a wonderful time, 

who knew we had such competitive year 11 

students! Well done to Emily-Grace who was the 

overall winner of the Year 11 students! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GARDENING CLUB 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The Garden Club placed frogspawn brought in by 
Mrs Sheppard to add to the school pond. Fingers 
crossed for frogs in a few weeks time! 

 

SPORT

 
 

 
 
Finley H-C Year 9, qualified for the British championships in Liverpool last weekend where he came 5th in the 

under 18’s Parallel Bar apparatus and finished top 20 in the all around event. Well done Finley! 
 
 



 
 

  

SPORT

 

 
 
District Cup Winners! 
 
The Year 9 football team has won the 2024 District 
Cup. They defeated Nobel 6-5 on penalties after the 
sides had fought out a 2-2 draw.  
 
The team had once again put in a team performance 
to secure the cup. Nobel had previously beaten 
Barclay in a league game. Going into this game 
Barclay were top of the league with Nobel being 
second. As expected, the opponents started the 
game by piling on some early pressure. Charlie, Ben 
and Ethan made some good challenges and 
clearances. Charlie in the centre of midfield worked 
tirelessly to shut down the opposition and progress 
the ball. The team started to grow into the game and 
put Nobel's backline and goalkeeper under pressure. 
Shortly after, Alfie R did brilliantly to put Barclay 1-
0 up. He received the ball from out wide and 
skipped past two defenders before calmly slotting 
the ball into the goal. Barclay continued this 
momentum; they were unfortunate to not grab a 
second and they had a goal ruled out for offside. 
Nobel then equalised after a close-range finish 
towards the back post. Leo then made a strong 
tackle outside of the box to prevent the forward 
from braking through. Shortly after, Barclay had 
responded by teeing up Alfie to slot in his second 
goal of the match. The first half-finished 2-1.  
The second half showed why both teams make up 
the top two in the league. It was a tight contest and 
both teams had found it difficult to break down the 

oppositions defence. A centre midfield pairing of 
Charlie and Dylan gave Nobel little space to work 
with. Throughout the half, Harrison made some 
great stops and catches to deny Nobel. Nobel's 
persistence had paid off as they had equalised from 
close range.  Alfie R had once again produced 
another moment of quality. He made it through the 
Nobel defence and was unlucky to see his shot go 
just wide. Nobel had continued to apply pressure 
but the Barclay defence had kept them at bay. After 
normal time, the game finished 2-2.  
 
The game had to be decided by a penalty shootout. 
Both teams had scored their first five penalties. 
Charlie W, Dylan, Charlie G, Ben and Alfie R were 
the scorers. Harrison had done brilliantly to save 
Nobel's sixth penalty. Ethan then scored the 
winning penalty to secure the District Cup. The 
team were over the moon and grouped together to 
celebrate. 
 
It was fantastic to witness the players receiving their 
winners' medals and celebrate with the trophy. It 
was great to see so many members of the Barclay 
community support the team and celebrate their 
success. Mr Dawe was incredibly proud of the 
team.  The team had continued to grow as the 
season progressed. They had some setbacks, but the 
team's determination and spirit got them to this 
point.  
 
Player of the Match 
Harrison G: He produced a series of vital stops to 
deny Nobel. Harrison was consistently 
communicating to his team and managed them 
effectively. In the second half, the team were under 
a lot of pressure. Harrison's handling and decision 
making was excellent to give his team a lift. 
Harrison’s remarkable save in the penalty shootout 
gave Barclay the opportunity to score the decisive 
penalty.  
 
Player of the competition 
Alfie R: He has consistently shown how much of an 
asset he is for the team. It can be argued that he 
could be in contention to be player of the match for 
every game he is involved in. His contribution has 
played a significant role in the team's success this 
season. His two strikes today meant he finished the 
season on 21 goals. 



FOOD AND NUTRITION 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

We are thrilled to share with our parents and carers the exciting culinary journey our KS3 students have 
embarked on in their Food & Nutrition lessons.  
This term, they have delved into the art of bread making, mastering the art of dough preparation.  
With newfound knowledge and skill, they have crafted delicious pizzas, each one personalised with their 
favourite toppings! They have been developing their cutting techniques by employing the claw grip and bridge 
hold with precision and confidence. Congratulations to our budding chefs on their achievements! Enjoy your 
well-deserved pizzas! 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

  

BARCLAY COMMUNITY 
 

 

 

 
This year, following on from our successful 
Christmas food collection, we at Barclay would 
again like to bring some cheer and joy to those less 
fortunate but this time in the form of Easter Eggs. 
The collection will run for 2 weeks between the 18-
28th March. Either drop off egg/eggs at reception or 
send in your trustworthy student to deliver them.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

 

 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the following students for being invited to Feast Friday with Dr Laban. To celebrate the 
recent win for the Year 9 Football team, they have won Feast Friday this week!  

 
 
Cameron H-C 
Louie P 
Leo P 
Alfie F 
Oliver H  
Charlie W 
Ben R 

Gabriel M 
Dylan B 
Andrew A  
Ryan D 
Alfie R 
Taye N 
Michael J 

 
Harrison G- Year 8  
Ethan W- Year 8  
Charlie G- Year 8  

Joshua L- Year 8



 
PRE – LOVED UNIFORM SHOP  

 

 

Barclay Academy’s Second Hand Uniform Shop opening time is Wednesday 1.30pm - 3pm  

 

Please email admin@barclay.futureacademies.org to check stock levels with the size, requirements and arrange 

an appointment, which will be on Wednesday between 1.30-3pm to collect. Anyone that would like to donate 

old reusable uniform please hand into Reception. 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
 
 
 
Tuesday 26th March – Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
 
Thursday 28th March – Last Day of Spring Term 
 
Monday 15th April – Start of Summer Term 
 
Monday 27th to Friday 31st May – Half Term 
 
Tuesday 25th to Friday 28th June – Year 12 Visit to Krakow, Poland 
 
 
 

ONLINE SAFETY COURSE FOR PARENTS 

 
 
Here is the link to the courses for parents. 
 
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14 

https://nationalcollege.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18 
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